






Q.1 “Sustainable development is an ideal goal towards which all human 
societies need to be moving” Justify the statement in about 250 words. 
(8)

Answer

Sustainable development means meeting present needs without reducing the ability 
of future generations to meet their own needs. It is an ideal goal because human 
well-being  depends  on  economic  progress,  social  fairness  and  a  healthy 
environment at  the same time. Development that increases income but destroys 
soil, water, forests or public health cannot remain beneficial for long.

The need for this approach is visible in the way societies use natural resources. 
Fresh water, fertile land, forests, minerals and fossil fuels are limited or regenerate 
only at a certain rate. If they are used faster than nature can replace or absorb them, 
future  production  and  livelihoods  suffer.  Sustainable  development  encourages 
efficient  use  of  energy  and  materials,  reuse  and  recycling,  conservation  of 
biodiversity and a gradual shift towards renewable sources such as solar and wind 
energy.

It  also gives importance to equity.  Poverty can force people to overuse nearby 
forests, fuelwood or marginal land, while excessive consumption by richer groups 
creates  a  different  kind  of  pressure.  Access  to  clean  water,  sanitation,  health,  
education, safe housing and decent livelihoods has to improve without transferring 
pollution and resource loss to weaker communities or to future generations.

In  practice,  the  goal  requires  many  connected  measures:  rainwater  harvesting, 
energy-efficient  buildings,  public  transport,  cleaner  production,  protection  of 
wetlands and forests, sustainable farming and scientific waste management. Local 
participation is  equally important  because people who depend directly on land, 
water  and  forests  possess  useful  knowledge  and  are  affected  by  management 
decisions.

No society can remove every environmental impact, so sustainable development is 
better  understood  as  a  continuing  direction  for  decision-making.  It  asks  each 
generation to improve human welfare while keeping ecological systems productive 
and resilient. For this reason, it remains an ideal towards which all societies need 
to move.
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